Life and Letters

writer of English has kept his English up with
so little apparent effort. The quiet tune of
her sentences is never broken, yet never gets
dull. She always uses the right word, yet
never with the appearance of having searched
for it, and the felicities of her humour are
inexhaustible. " Mr. Knightley seemed to be
trying not to smile; and succeeded, without
difficulty, upon Mrs. Elton's beginning to talk
to him." They are usually as quiet as that:
they produce warm flickering smiles as one
passes. It is hopeless to attempt to illustrate
them here : or to show how discriminating is
her sarcasm and how sweet and sympathetic
is the spirit underneath it. She was in the
line of Addison and Goldsmith, uniting immense
sense with great sensibility. Amid the tropical
forest of the Romantic movement, she
flourished, the most perfect flower of the
eighteenth century.
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